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1) How did the "Army chaplain" in the US Government film try to 
reassure the nervous troops ahead of Troop Test Smokey? 
 
 • He said that there was “no need to be worried as the  
  Army has taken all of the necessary precautions to  
  see that we’re perfectly safe here.” He also told the  
  soldiers that the atomic blast was “a wonderful sight 
  to behold.” 
 
 
2) What did the US Government tell people with respect to alpha 
and beta (i.e., radiation) particles? 
 
 • They said that “Alpha and beta particles are   
  stopped by most surfaces, even a soldier’s skin. They 
  are a hazard only when materials emitting these  
  particles get into the body through breaks in the  
  skin, or through the nose or mouth.” 
 
 
3) What happened at Saint George, Utah? What advice did the 
Atomic Energy Commission give to area residents? Do you think 
this advice was appropriate under the circumstances? 
 
 • Due to a change in wind direction, fallout from an  
  atomic detonation fell upon St. George. 
 
 • They advised everyone to remain indoors for one  
  hour or until further notice. 
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4) In the US Army film about the atomic bomb, what words did the 
narrator use to describe a city affected by a submarine bomb 
exploded in a harbor? Does this sound plausible to you? 
 
 • He said that the affected are would be a “poor picnic  
  site,” whereas this would be a gross understatement  
  were such an incident to actually occur.  
 
 
5) How did the US Government try to downplay the risks associated 
with nuclear radiation? 
 
 • They said that risk was part of the pattern of daily  
  routine, and that trivial but upsetting falsehoods  
  were being circulated about radiation effects. 
 
 
6) What rationalization did the government use in the Nuclear 
Defense Agency film regarding the development of nuclear power 
(i.e., armaments)? 
 
 • They said that it was “an absolutely necessary   
  protection against communist hostility and nuclear  
  threats.” 
 
 
7) In the 4-H Club film, what was the reason given for informing the 
children as to what could happen in the event of a nuclear 
emergency? 
 
 •  They said it was being done because Americans had  
  to admit that they were living in an atomic age,  
  that there was an atomic bomb, and that they had to 
  know what to do in case an emergency happened. 
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8) What was the primary method of self protection that the US 
Government promoted in its Civil Defense film featuring "Bert the 
Turtle"? How effective would this method be in a nuclear attack, in 
your opinion? 
 
 • Duck and Cover 
 
 
9) In the symposium on the hydrogen bomb, what did the moderator 
say was a safe distance to be in case of a 20-megaton nuclear blast? 
How did this contrast with Columbia Prof. Seymour Melman's 
analysis? 
 
 • The moderator said that a radius of 12 miles or 20  
  kilometers (144 square miles or 400 square   
  kilometers) was a safe distance away. 
 
 • The government numbers contrasted sharply with  
  Melman’s analysis when he said that “A bomb   
  equivalent to 20 million tons of TNT would cause an  
  intense fire called a firestorm in an area around  
  2,000 square miles (5,180 square kilometers) around 
  the center of the blast.” 
 
 
10) How did Prof. Melman and his colleague Prof. Mario Salvadori 
characterize the effectiveness of fallout shelters as a means of both 
saving lives and averting nuclear war? Was their analysis in line with 
that of the US Government in their public information film? 
 
 • Melman said that “it would be futile – desperately  
  futile – to construct what are called fallout shelters”  
  within the firestorm area he described. 
 
 • Salvadori said that “psychologically shelters would  
  “push both [the Americans] and the Russians into  
  thinking more of having a war.” 
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11) What was the "Kitchen Debate"? Who were the primary 
participants? What subject did they discuss? How well do you think 
the participants related to one another? 
 
 • The Kitchen Debate was a series of impromptu  
  exchanges (through interpreters) between then U.S.  
  Vice President Richard Nixon and Soviet Premier  
  Nikita Krushchev at the opening of the American  
  National Exhibition at Sokolniki Park in Moscow on 
  July 24, 1959. 
 
 • The two debated the merits of capitalism versus  
  communism. 
 
 • Both obviously disliked the other, with their dialog  
  bordering on aggressive, even hostile. 
 
 
12) What surprising advice did the Roman Catholic priest Father 
L.C. McHugh give to those responsible for looking after their loved 
ones in a bomb shelter following a nuclear attack? 
 
 • McHugh told people that they should not admit a  
  needy stranger if admitting that needy stranger was  
  going to cut down the chances of survival of the  
  group that’s already there. He also suggested that  
  the person in charge of the shelter should “at least  
  weigh the possibility of putting some protective  
  devices (i.e., guns) in his shelter together with the  
  other elements of his survival kit.” McHugh’s advice 
  goes against Christian teachings that one should  
  help one’s neighbor, and that killing goes against  
  God’s law about taking life. 
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13) How did the man emerging from a bomb shelter in the film tell 
the interviewer he was going to survive if Los Angeles were 
destroyed in a nuclear attack? Does this seem reasonable to you? 
 
 • He said that maybe eighty to ninety percent of the  
  people in Los Angeles would be dead – that there  
  would be fewer mouths to feed -- and that the   
  survivors would “have more water and food to   
  divide up.” 
 
 
14) Bill Haley described a dream situation following an H-bomb 
attack that would be appealing to most male listeners of his song. 
What was it? 
 
 • The dream he sang about was a situation in which he 
  was the only male survivor in a town in which 13  
  women also survived. 
 
 
15) How did Vice President Richard Nixon describe the readiness of 
US defenses? 
 
 • Nixon said the US artillery and tactical Air Force  
  in the Pacific were now equipped with atomic   
  explosives which could and would “be used on   
  military targets with precision and effectiveness.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Atomic Café Worksheet -- Part III 
Instructor: Tony Del Vecchio 

 
 
16) What was a Conelrad Alert? 
 
 • CONELRAD (Control of Electromagnetic   
  Radiation) was a method of emergency broadcasting 
  to the American public in the event of enemy attack  
  during the Cold War. It was intended to serve two  
  purposes; to prevent Soviet bombers from homing  
  in on American cities by using radio or TV stations  
  as beacons, and to provide essential civil defense  
  information. 
 
 
17) What advice did the government give people to ease the strain 
and monotony of life in a fallout shelter? How accurate do you think 
was their description of the effects of that remedy? 
 
 • They told people to take some tranquilizers to ease  
  the strain and monotony of life in a shelter, which  
  they said were not narcotic and not habit-forming. 
 
 • Tranquilizers are both narcotic and habit-forming. 
 
 
18) What did the Civil Defense warning advise people to do in the 
event of a nuclear attack? 
 
 • They were advised to take cover immediately in an  
  area fallout shelter. 
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19) In the final scenes of the film, how long did the fictional father 
say the family would have to wait after an atomic explosion to "take 
a look around" above ground? Does this seem long enough to you? 
 
 • He said they would wait one minute before taking a  
  look around.  
 
 • It would be extremely reckless and likely fatal to  
  expose oneself to a conditions that would exist above  
  ground immediately after an atomic explosion. 
 
 
20) How do you think the way the fallout shelter family fared after 
the fictional nuclear strike compares with the reality people would 
face in the event if an actual attack? Explain. 
 
 • The family emerged from the shelter unharmed,  
  whereas in the event of an actual nuclear blast they  
  would likely have died. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


