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1) In the US Army training film about the Korean War, what was the 
attitude of the soldier actors toward the “communist sympathizer” 
featured? 
 
 • They were openly hostile and confrontational. 
 
 
2) What question did the committee member at the HUAC hearing 
ask of the man testifying? How did the man respond? Why? 
 
 • ‘Have you ever been a member of the communist  
  party?’ 
 
 • He refused to answer, citing the US Bill of Rights  
  (i.e., the right to not have to testify and incriminate  
  oneself as found in the Fifth Amendment to the US  
  Constitution). 
 
 
3) What was the great fear of the United States government with 
regard to communism on American soil? 
 
 • They feared that communist spies would infiltrate the 
  US Government to assist the Soviet Union in   
  overthrowing the United States. 
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4) What was Richard Nixon holding in his hands in the film? Where 
did he say the material came from? 
 
 • A microfilm of very highly confidential State   
  Department documents 
 
 • He said they were were fed out of the State Dept.  
  over 10 years earlier by communists who were   
  employees of that department and who were   
  interested in seeing that those documents were sent  
  to the Soviet Union. 
 
 
5) Who was Owen Brewster and how did he say the Soviet Union 
came into possession of the atomic bomb? 
 
 • Brewster was a conservative American politician  
  and a close confidant of the infamous communist  
  hunter Joseph McCarthy of Wisconsin. He said the  
  Soviets came into possession of the bomb “not by  
  independent research, but from America from   
  traitors within our own ranks.” 
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6) Why were Julius and Ethel Rosenberg unique as American 
civilians? What type of execution did they receive? In what manner 
did the couple die? 
 
 • The Rosenbergs were the only American civilians  
  in history ever executed for espionage. 
 
 • Both husband and wife were executed in the electric  
  chair. 
 
 • Julius died fairly quickly, but Ethel had to be   
  electrocuted twice and died in a particularly   
  gruesome manner. 
 
 
7) What was the consensus of the people interviewed in the film 
regarding the construction of the hydrogen bomb? What was so 
unusual about the priests who were interviewed? 
 
 • They all agreed that the hydrogen bomb should be  
  built. 
 
 • Both priests supported the building of the hydrogen  
  bomb, even though this would seem to be against  
  Christian teachings (i.e., The Sixth Commandment –  
  “Thou shalt not kill.”). 
 
 
8) In the newsreel about a possible Russian attack, what did the 
announcer say would happen? 
 
 • “Giant bombers will take to the air. Jet fighters will  
  scream aloft. Fighters will account for some of the  
  enemy, but some will get through to your home!” 
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9) What did the public service announcement say people were 
vulnerable to in times of crisis? What did this short piece say people 
do during such times? 
 
 •  People became highly suggestible.  
 
 • They listen eagerly for any voice which sounds   
  authoritative. They listen eagerly for anyone who  
  can tell them what is wrong, and what to do to right  
  it – who can diagnose their troubles and prescribe a  
  cure. 
 
 
10) What kind of country was America economically in the post-war 
world? 
 
 • Strong and prosperous. 
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11) How did President Eisenhower try to reassure the American 
people with respect to nuclear fears? What was his vision for 
America? What did he say had happened with respect to the 
relationship between human scientific knowledge and social 
consciousness? 
 
 • Eisenhower said that Americans did not have to be  
  hysterical, that they could be vigilant. Americans  
  could stand up and hold up their heads and say  
  “America is the greatest force that God has allowed  
  to exist on his footstool.” 
 
 • He said it was up to America to lead the world to a  
  peaceful and secure existence. 
 
 • Eisenhower felt that the advances of science had  
  outraced the country’s social consciousness, and that 
  Americans had developed more scientifically than  
  they were capable of handling emotionally and   
  intellectually. 
 
 
12) What dramatic event took place on August 19, 1953? How did 
this relate to the discussion that was taking place on live TV during 
the Longines Chronoscope Hour featuring Governor Val Peterson? 
 
 • The Soviet Union exploded a hydrogen bomb. 
 
 • They were coincidentally discussing the possibility of  
  World War III in the atomic age, and the inability of  
  America’s military to prevent a Soviet attack. 
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13) What did Senator Lyndon Johnson say Americans were going to 
have to get used to? 
 
 • He said that Americans were going to have to “learn 
  to live in a world in which we have the hydrogen  
  bomb and the enemy of freedom (i.e., the Soviet  
  Union) has the hydrogen bomb.” 
 
 
14) What large catastrophe took place during the Castle Bravo 
Hydrogen Bomb Test on March 1, 1954? Who was affected as a 
result? What effects did this have in countries around the world? 
 
 • The meteorologists had predicted a wind condition  
  that should have carried the fallout to the north of  
  the group pf small atolls lying to the east of Bikini.  
  The wind failed to follow the predictions, but shifted 
  south of that line and the little islands of Rongelap,  
  Rongerik, and Utirik were in the edge of the path of  
  the fallout. 
 
 • The natives of the small islands, as well as Japanese  
  tuna fisherman aboard the Daigo Fukyu Maru, were 
  contaminated with radioactive fallout. Many were  
  sickened and several died as a result. 
 
 • Japan and American began testing foodstuffs like fish 
  and green tea for signs of radioactive contamination.  
  Japanese people did without fish for some time, and  
  the Japanese fishing industry collapsed for a time. 
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15) How did the government explanation of the Castle Bravo 
incident compare with reality? 
 
 • The US Government tried to downplay the effects of  
  the incident, saying that the medical staff on the US  
  Navy’s medical facility on Kwanjalein island who  
  were treating the islanders anticipated “no illness,”  
  and that the native islanders who were contaminated 
  were “well and happy,” whereas they had actually  
  suffered radiation burns, loss of hair, and other   
  radiation-related ailments as a result of the test.  
 
 
16) Who was the first person that died as a result of the hydrogen 
bomb? 
 
 • Aikichi Kuboyama, radioman of the Lucky  
  Dragon 5 
 
 
17) What was the woman in the Army Information film concerned 
with? 
 
 • “That awful gas (i.e., radiation) that deforms you.” 
 
 
18) What unbelievable experiments took place during the U.S. 
testing known as Operation Plumbbob? Who was affected by the 
tests? What eventually happened to many of these people? 
 
 • Military personnel were used as guinea pigs (i.e., test  
  subjects) to determine the effects of radiation on  
  human beings.  
 
 •  A 1980 study of the 3,224 participants found a   
  significantly elevated number of leukemia cases. 
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19) How did the Army trainer at the Troop Test Smokey explain the 
seriousness and the effects of nuclear radiation? How were the 
individuals involved supposedly protected? 
 
 • He said that basically, there were only three things  
  to worry about -- blast, heat, and radiation -- and   
  that radiation was “the least important of the three  
  effects as far as the soldier on the ground is   
  concerned.”  
 
 • Film badges and dosimeters were issued to enable  
  the radiological safety monitor to read the amount  
  of radiation exposure. The radiation level might be  
  high, but if the soldiers followed orders they would  
  be moved out in time to avoid sickness. Finally, if  
  they received enough gamma radiation to cause  
  sterility or severe sickness, they would be killed by  
  blast, flying debris, or heat anyway. 
 
 


