
Atomic Café Worksheet -- Part II 
Instructor: Tony Del Vecchio 

 
 
1) In the US Army training film about the Korean War, what was the 
attitude of the soldier actors toward the “communist sympathizer” 
featured? 
 
 
2) What question did the committee member at the HUAC hearing 
ask of the man testifying? How did the man respond? Why? 
 
 
3) What was the great fear of the United States government with 
regard to communism on American soil? 
 
 
4) What was Richard Nixon holding in his hands in the film? Where 
did he say the material came from? 
 
 
5) Who was Owen Brewster and how did he say the Soviet Union 
came into possession of the atomic bomb? 
 
 
6) Why were Julius and Ethel Rosenberg unique as American 
civilians? What type of execution did they receive? In what manner 
did the couple die? 
 
 
7) What was the consensus of the people interviewed in the film 
regarding the construction of the hydrogen bomb? What was so 
unusual about the priests who were interviewed? 
 
 
8) In the newsreel about a possible Russian attack, what did the 
announcer say would happen? 
 
 
9) What did the public service announcement say people were 
vulnerable to in times of crisis? What did this short piece say people 
do during such times? 
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10) What kind of country was America economically in the post-war 
world? 
 
 
11) How did President Eisenhower try to reassure the American 
people with respect to nuclear fears? What was his vision for 
America? What did he say had happened with respect to the 
relationship between human scientific knowledge and social 
consciousness? 
 
 
12) What dramatic event took place on August 19, 1953? How did 
this relate to the discussion that was taking place on live TV during 
the Longines Chronoscope Hour featuring Governor Val Peterson? 
 
 
13) What did Senator Lyndon Johnson say Americans were going to 
have to get used to? 
 
 
14) What large catastrophe took place during the Castle Bravo 
Hydrogen Bomb Test on March 1, 1954? Who was affected as a 
result? What effects did this have in countries around the world? 
 
 
15) How did the government explanation of the Castle Bravo 
incident compare with reality? 
 
 
16) Who was the first person that died as a result of the hydrogen 
bomb? 
 
 
17) What was the woman in the Army Information film concerned 
with? 
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18) What unbelievable experiments took place during the U.S. 
testing known as Operation Plumbbob? Who was affected by the 
tests? What eventually happened to many of these people? 
 
 
19) How did the Army trainer at the Troop Test Smokey explain the 
seriousness and the effects of nuclear radiation? How were the 
individuals involved supposedly protected? 
 


